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Research lab studies fire
By Huan Xun Chan
STAFF WRITER

California wildfires have
become a tremendous threat
and concern to the community. According to Cal Fire,
4,322 fires have occurred as
of Jan. 1 to this month.
California has had 817,860
acres of land destroyed this
year. This was a much bigger area compared to the
505,956 acres that were
burnt by wildfires in 2017.
The wildfire that occurred
in Napa and Sonoma
throughout October 2017
was ranked as the most
destructive wildfire since
1923, and the third deadliest
wildfire since 1953, according to the Cal Fire report.

Understanding how smoke is
transported offers us a better
perspective on how to assess air quality.
Jackson Yip
Meteorology major

San Jose State University
has a Fire Weather Research
Laboratory under the meteorology department. The laboratory is dedicated to discovering the science behind the
fire-atmosphere interactions.
Craig Clements, an assistant professor in meteorology,
founded the research lab in
2012. He said this is the only
fire-weather lab in the country.

Meterology
senior
Jackson Yip, who is involved
with the lab, said, “When
you see the signs on the
road which says there is
a high chance of fire today,
or a low chance of fire, that
has to do with the observations we bring up.”
“We look at wildfire
WILDFIRE| Page 2
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San Jose State University’s Fire Weather Research Laboratory, under the
meteorology department, observes wildfire sites from afar.

All 12 jurors had to agree that Manafort was guilty of the count in order for him to be
convicted. One juror saved Manafort from being convicted of 10 more counts.
Count 1-5: Subscribing to false U.S. individual
tax return from 2010-2014

Count 11: Failure to file reports of foreign bank
accounts in 2011

Count 12: Failure to file reports of foreign bank
accounts in 2012

Count 24 and 26: Bank fraud conspiracy on
around December 2015 to May 2016

Count 25 and 27: Bank fraud around December
2015 to May 2016

Count 28-32: bank fraud conspiracy around
March 2016 to January 2017

Count 13-14: Failure to file reports of foreign
bank accounts in 2013-2014

SOURCE: AXIOS, INFOGRAPHIC BY JANA KADAH | SPARTAN DAILY

Manafort found guilty
on eight counts
ByJana Kadah
COPY EDITOR

Paul Manafort, former chairman
of President Trump’s campaign,
was found guilty on eight counts of
financial fraud last Tuesday.
Contrary to popular beliefs by
Trump and his supporters, the trial
focused solely on Manafort’s financial
fraud, rather than Russia’s involvement
in the 2016 presidential campaign.

Prosecutors provided ample
evidence that proved Manafort
hid millions of dollars in offshore
banks in order to avoid taxes and
received millions of dollars in loans
by repeatedly lying to banks about
his financial state.
Manafort was found guilty of five
counts of tax fraud, two counts of
bank fraud and one count of failure
to disclose a foreign bank account. It
was one juror who saved Manafort

from being found guilty of the 18 total
counts of financial fraud he was being
tried for, according to a Fox News
interview with Juror Paula Duncan.
Judge Ellis, who heard the case
called a mistrial for the remaining
10 counts.
This is a major victory for special
counsel, Robert Mueller III, who
successfully prosecuted the case
CONVICTION | Page 2

Steinbeck
fellows release
three novels
in one year
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

Three writers from San
Jose State University’s
Steinbeck Fellow Program
in creative writing have
released novels this year,
marking an incredible feat
for the program and the Bay
Area literary community.
“This is the greatest year
for publication by Steinbeck
fellows,” Nick Taylor,
director of the Steinbeck
fellowship program, said.
“Lots of Steinbeck fellows
have published books before,
but we’ve never had three
huge books in a row.”
Authors Vanessa Hua,
Kirstin Chen and R.O. Kwon
were among the recipients
of the one-year fellowship
from the school’s Steinbeck
Center to pursue their
own writing projects while
residing in San Jose during
the academic year.
Hua was a fellow for the
2013-2014 academic year,
Chen in 2011-2012 and
Kwon in 2014-2015. Hua
and Chen are a part of a
surge of Asian-American
female authors from the

Having them on
campus gives
students a chance
to see what it
looks like to be an
emerging writer.
Nick Taylor
Director of the Steinbeck
Fellowship Program

Bay Area making waves in
the industry.
Hua released her debut
novel, A River of Stars,
on Aug. 14, which Oprah
Magazine called “a marvel
of a first story” because of
the way it paints the many
faces and realities of Chinese
immigrants who come to
the U.S., steering away from
generalized assumptions of
their journey.
“We live in a time
when immigrants and the
children of immigrants are
WRITERS | Page 2
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Strongest sea ice in the Arctic breaks
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

Scientists have observed
the Arctic’s vulnerability
to climate change for
centuries, but never seen
records of the region’s loss
of ice like this month.
Some of the oldest and
thickest layers of sea ice
in the Arctic have begun
to break up, causing the
normally frozen summer
waters to open up in
Greenland, according to
the Guardian.
High
temperatures
and warm winds in the
Northern
Hemisphere
have already happened
twice this year.
An unusual uptick in
temperatures was recorded
in the Arctic in February
as well as the beginning of
August. They have exposed
the region to winds that have
driven the ice away from the
coast and to areas where it
would melt more easily.
The distance between
the ice and the coast is the
furthest that satellites have
recorded since the 1970s.
“The Arctic is a
sentinel
of
global
warming,” environmental
studies professor Dustin
Mulvaney said. “We know
its species, landscapes
and seascapes are being
impacted by greenhouse
gas pollution and landuse change emissions long

CONVICTION
Continued from page 1
despite
Trump
and
allies criticisms that
the investigations were
politicized and biased.
“It’s clear that what
Mueller is interested in
is not Manafort, but he
wants to ratchet up the
pressure so Manafort will,
as the president has so
eloquently said, flip and
provide information on
the President,” political
science professor James
Brent said.
In order to evade taxes,
Manafort
laundered
more than $60 million
in overseas income in 31
different foreign banks. He
received payments from

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

The oldest and strongest ice in the Arctic has begun to melt because of climate change, causing frozen summer
water to melt, reported by the Guardian.

before other places.”
Prior to the breakage, the
usually frozen waters north
of Greenland were referred
to as “the last ice area.”
A 2014 report by the
World Wide Fund for
Nature, “Greenland Last
Ice Area,” stated that
the Arctic ice region is
projected to last for many
more decades as the rest of
the Arctic summer sea ice
falls to climate change.
The Arctic has seen
months of warmer weather

this year with daily
temperatures rising to 68
degrees Fahrenheit higher
than the region’s average,
according to the data
collected from the Danish
Meteorological Institute.
Loss of sea ice and higher
temperatures form a causeand-effect loop where both
affect each other in turn.
“As the white, reflective
ice begins to melt, it reveals
darker colored water which
absorbs and holds heat
better, further warming the

the Ukrainian government
and oligarchs to promote
the pro-Russian former
Ukrainian
president,
Viktor F. Yanukovych.
After Yanukovych fled
to Russia as a result of
the Ukrainian uprising,
prosecutors said Manafort
stopped receiving foreign
funds in 2014.
This is when Manafort
turned to bank fraud
to maintain his lavish
lifestyle, according to the
New York Times.
“Donald Trump has
always been very interested
in Russia and the fact
that he had a campaign
chairman
that
had
deep ties to Russia is no
coincidence,” Brent said.
“[Trump] said he was
going to hire the best

people and it’s clear that he
doesn’t only hire the best
people. It seems like most
of the people he hires either
get in criminal trouble or
ethical trouble, much like
the president himself.”
Thirty-three people have
faced criminal charges
since the investigation
began in June 2016.
Many of whom are from
President Trump’s team
including Michael D.
Cohen, President Trump’s
former lawyer; Rick
Gates, former campaign
advisor; and Michael T.
Flynn, former national
secretary advisor.
Cohen pleaded guilty
in a federal court in
Manhattan, only minutes
before Manafort’s verdict
was read in the United

WILDFIRE
Continued from page 1
from a weather perspective.
There are a lot of researchers outside
looking at it from an ecological
perspective- the biology of forests.
We are the only laboratory that
studies the weather specifically
caused or effected by wildfire
behavior.”
The research team, led by
Clements, currently consists of
six graduate students and four
undergraduate students.
The students work closely with
agencies like Cal Fire and the U.S.
Forest Service to collect data and
study fire weather.
“We are getting real-time
information about the weather
and using that to further
understand the phenomena that
is involved in wildfire atmosphere
interactions,” Yip said.
California State UniversityMobile Atmospheric Profiling
System (CSU-MAPS) was jointly
developed by SJSU and San
Francisco State University.
“The truck (CSU-MAPS) is a
mobile facility, it is the only one in
the U.S.
The special instrument on it is
called a Doppler LiDAR, which
measures wind in wildfires,”
Clements said.

A Doppler LiDAR measures the
movement of wind and smoke,
which allows the team to study how
the wildfire will change the weather
in an area.
“Understanding how smoke
is transported offers us a better
perspective on how to assess air
quality,” Yip said.
The research team also works on
a fuel-sampling project by testing
the difference of fuel moisture at
different sites.
The team then compares current
fuel-moisture data to past data in
order to estimate fire danger.
Maritza Arreola, another member
on the research team said, “We are
currently sampling fuels in the local
area for PG&E and for our usual
monthly sampling. Our regular
monthly fuel sampling, which we do
for Cal Fire, involves driving to our
Blackberry Hill site, located in Los
Gatos, and clipping the new and old
growth from Chamise plants.”
Other than the Blackberry Hill
site which is visited regularly to
collect data, the research lab
has three other sites located in
Scotts Valley, Mount Umunhum
and Los Gatos.

Follow Huan Xun on Twitter
@Huanxun_chan

ice,” Mulvaney said.
San Jose State’s Network
for Environment and
Energy
Development
(N.E.E.D) club president,
Jenil Thakker, said that
though the breaking of the
ice was predictable, it was
still shocking.
“This matters a lot
because if we look at
agriculture and the people
around us, a lot of the
diseases that are spread
are directly or indirectly
related to how the climate

It seems like most
of the people he
hires either get in
criminal trouble
or ethical trouble,
much like the
president himself.
James Brent
political science professor

States District Court in
Alexandria, Virginia.
President Trump tweeted
after the trial saying he
felt bad for Manafort, and
Manafort is a ‘great man’

WRITERS
Continued from page 1
under attack, reduced to
stereotypes and statistics,”
Hua said. “The fellowship
was a productive time for
me, providing much-needed
support and encouragement as
I completed a draft of A River
of Stars.”
R.O. Kwon debuted her very
first novel, “The Incendiaries” in
July. It was a dark exploration of a
young Korean-American woman
pulled into terrorist acts by a
North Korean cult.
Vogue described the book as
“disarmingly propulsive.”
Chen, who previously taught
creative writing at San Jose State,
released her second novel Bury
What We Cannot Take in March
– a “complex and rich” family
saga set in early Maoist China,
according to Harper’s Bazaar.
She admitted the Bay Area
writing scene was fundamental
in producing her very first novel
at the end of her fellowship.
“The Asian-American writing
scene in the Bay Area was so
strong and something that I
didn’t have,” Chen said. “A lot of
them are women. Only now do
I realize how much I’ve gained
from that.”
The struggle of Asian-

is changing,” Thakker said.
Thakker founded the
N.E.E.D club in 2017 with
the hope to work on local
projects to create more
sustainable methods of
energy usage on campus.
“What can you or me do
about [the ice breaking]?”
Thakker said. “What we
can act on is change what’s
around us.”
Reports of the breaking
ice rolled out at the same
time the Environmental
Protection
Agency

for not ‘making up stories
to get a deal’ like Cohen.
President Trump insists
Manafort’s crimes are not
related to his campaign or
administration.
Clinical
psychology
graduate student, Xinia
Muniz, disagrees, “I think
there are a lot of hidden
things that people don’t
know about the President.
The fact that things are
already coming out shows
there is going to be more
and it is going to have to do
with Trump,” Muniz said.
Former business partner
of Manafort, Rick Gates also
pleaded guilty in February
2018 in hopes of receiving
a more lenient sentencing.
Gates is expected to testify
against Manafort in his
second trial.

American female writers is still
apparent in the publishing world.
Chen experienced this when she
was sent artwork for the cover
of her first novel, Soy Sauce for
Beginners.
The image ‘lightly objectifies
in a slightly exoticized way.” She
was not happy, and was reluctant
to speak about the image.
However,
sharing
her
experiences with other writers
similar to herself allowed her to
identify some systemic problems
in publishing.
Chen said the increase of
Asian-American books out in
the market today are showing
a large shift in perspective,
helping preserve the complexity
of the culture.
“Seeing this fiction from
three minority writers is very
affirming,” Vinnie Lopez, a
graduate student in creative
writing said. “Part of the reason
why I like San Jose State’s
program is because a broad
amount of students have real
nice opportunities here.”
The Steinbeck Fellowship
program and the publishing
success of its past fellows
hopes to act as a modeling
exercise for students who
aspire to be writers.
“These fellows are on campus
several times a semester doing
readings or visiting classes,”

released its Affordable
Clean Energy proposal
last Tuesday under the
direction of President
Trump.
The plan aims to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
between 0.7 and 1.5
percent by 2030 from levels
recorded in 2005. The
Obama administration’s
Clean Power Plan had a
goal of cutting emissions by
32 percent within the same
time frame.
“The decisions made by
the President and executive
branch are important
because to date, the EPA
is the only federal agency
that the courts have allowed
to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions,” Mulvaney said.
Dr. Philip Heller, advisor
for the N.E.E.D club, said
that learning about the
EPA’s decision left him
disappointed because it
meant that the United States
was losing an opportunity
to provide global moral
leadership on greenhouse
gas emissions.
“I believe that individual
states can still impose their
own standards,” Heller
said. “I’m pleased that
here in California, Gov.
Brown understands the
vital importance of paying
attention to climate change.”

Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh

Manafort is being
charged with counts related
to money laundering,
obstruction of justice,
and failure to register as a
foreign agent.
Manafort’s defense team
opted out of consolidating
the trials, in hopes that
holding the first trial in
Virginia would render a
more sympathetic jury.
The juror pool in
Alexandria
is
more
politically conservative
than that of Washington,
according to the New York
Times.
The second Manafort trial
will take place in Washington
D.C. in September.
Follow Jana on Twitter
@Jana_Kadah

Taylor
said.
“Having them
on
campus
gives students
a chance to
see what it
looks like to be HUA
an emerging
writer.”
The English
department
encourages
creative writing
students
to
attend public CHEN
readings like
these, which
Chen said is a
key reason why
these classes
greatly benefit
students.
The Center
TAYLOR
for
Literary
Arts will be
hosting Hua, Chen and Kwon on
campus once more next March
for a reading and discussion
session.
It will take place at the
Steinbeck Center, located in
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library.

Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh
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Event attracts dance lovers
By Huan Xun Chan
STAFF WRITER

“One, two, three, four,
point toe, knee up…”
Adam Herbel, a line dance
instructor said as he taught
the participants dance
moves step-by-step.
CityDance San Jose, organized by the City of San Jose
Office of Cultural Affairs,
attracted dance lovers in San
Jose to join the dance party
in downtown last Thursday.
Country line dance was
the second style of dance to
be taught at the weekly event.
“We are trying to bring
the opportunity for people
to experience cultural dance
and music,” event director
Tammy Turnipseed said.
The Office of Cultural
Affairs holds dance events
for the San Jose community
“because it’s universal, everybody likes to dance and
everybody likes to listen to
music, or they like to listen to
music and see other people
dance,” Turnipseed said.
Live
music
echoed
throughout the public park,
allowing people passing by
to join in on the music and
dance party.
Accompanying the country songs played by Country
Cougars, dancers moved
their feet, pointed their toes
and turned around.
They danced in rows,
which faced one direction
at one time, and repeated

their actions in a sequence.
Herbel has been dancing
for 19 years and teaching
for 14 years.
After going to his first
dance lesson at a country
dance club, he signed up
for college courses to further enhance his skill.
He enjoyed teaching
dance and guiding his
students in all different
sides, “I just came out
here and ran all over the
place from the wall to wall
and help people out.
“Sometimes, we get people
who know how to dance who
could help out,” Herbel said.
Ella Klepfer, a student
at Gateway Middle School,
Washington, was a firsttime line dancer.
She said she was able to
follow the instructor. “It’s
really simple,” Klepfer said.
“I think he made it for
beginners, so [it is] easier.”
San
Jose
resident
Victoria Lamber said
she likes old dances and
country style was one of
those, “Actually I joined
CityDance every year
and I was waiting for it,”
Lamber said.
Though this was the
third year of the event, the
organizing team still tried
to bring a variety of genres
into the CityDance series.
Popular dance styles such
as Bollywood and country
line dance were still the regulars, but new dance styles

HUAN XUN CHAN | SPARTAN DAILY

CityDance instructor Adam Herbel leads a country line dance at Plaza de Cesar Chavez on Thursday.

will be added to the list.
“We were here last week
as well, it’s super fun to
come out for an hour and
learn the dance,” San Jose
resident Laura Moreno
said. “It’s fun being in
downtown San Jose, listen
to live music, and having
fun with my friends.”
With a beer in hand
and friends around, some
people who did not dance
listened to the live music
in the park.
The events of CityDance San Jose occur every Thursday from Aug. 16

follow us:
FACEBOOK:
spartandaily

INSTAGRAM:
@spartandaily

TWITTER:
@spartandaily

YOUTUBE:
spartandailyYT

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
JACKIE CONTRERAS

ONLINE EDITOR
SARAH KLIEVES

MANAGING EDITOR
BEN STEIN

COPY EDITORS
DOMINOE IBARRA
JANA KADAH
AMANDA WHITAKER

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
MARCI SUELA
PRODUCTION EDITOR
ELISE NICOLAS
NEWS EDITOR
MELISA YURIAR
A&E EDITOR
WILLIAM DELA CRUZ
OPINION EDITOR
JASMINE STRACHAN
SPORTS EDITOR
GABRIEL MUNGARAY
PHOTO EDITOR
NICHOLAS ZAMORA
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
MAX RUAN
MULTIMEDIA REPORTER
NICK GIRARD

STAFF WRITERS
HUAN XUN CHAN
PAUL HANG
CLAIRE HULTIN
MYLA LA BINE
WINONA RAJAMOHAN
NORA RAMIREZ
MELODY DEL RIO
VICENTE VERA
HUGO VERA

ADVERTISING STAFF
KRYSTAL DANG
SOMER ELLIS
RICKY LAM
CHRISTOPHER LAPENA
PAWAN NARAYAN
EMILY O’MARA
LEANN MAE RACOMA
JENNIE SI
NICOLAS SISTO
KIANA UNTALAN

CONTACT US
EDITORIAL
PHONE:
(408) 924-5577

PRODUCTION CHIEF
MIKE CORPOS

EMAIL:
SPARTANDAILY
@GMAIL.COM

NEWS ADVISERS
NISHA GARUD PATKUR
SCOTT FOSDICK

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISING ADVISER
TIM HENDRICK

PHONE:
(408) 924-3270

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
JESSICA EWING
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
KIMO PAMINTUAN

EMAIL:
SPARTANDAILYADVERTISING
@GMAIL.COM

Corrections
On Tuesday, Aug. 28, the Spartan Daily published an article titled
“Spartan Eats ramps up Dining Commons” where Mitchell Fishman was
misidentified.
On Tuesday, Aug. 28, in the article titled “Spartans look to bounce back
from last season’s 2-11 record,” the roster identified GS as ‘graduating
senior’, the correct abbreviation for GS is ‘graduate student.’
The Spartan Daily regrets these errors.

through Oct. 4 at Plaza de
Cesar Chavez. The first two
dance styles had 350 participants on average.
Turnipseed said they
expect is to have about
400 people joining each
CityDance event.
Various genres of dance
that will be presented
and instructed for the
following
weeks
are
Bollywood, disco, electroswing, k-pop, merengue
and bachata, and vogue.
HUAN XUN CHAN | SPARTAN DAILY

Follow Huan Xun on Twitter
@Huanxun_chan

San Jose resident Victoria Lamber learns how to
follow a country line dance on Thursday.

Aminé drops his
feel-good sound
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

After turning heads with
the eccentric hip-hop bop,
“Caroline,” Portland rapper
Aminé dropped his surprise
project “ONEPOINTFIVE”
this month.
With a sound that strays
further from the feel-good
color of last year’s album,
“Good For You,” Aminé leans
more towards familiar trap
beats spotted by other rappers in the game.
The difference is apparent in his choice of cover
art for this second collection of tracks, dropping
the cartoonish stint on a
bright blue toilet bowl for
a more subdued close-up
with half-lidded eyes in a
pale gray hoodie.
The EP-like album
flaunts 13 tracks with
most of them being shy of
three minutes, making it a
quick listen that definitely entertains, but doesn’t
produce any bangers that
necessarily stands out.
I definitely don’t blame
Aminé for dropping the
exuberant joyfulness of
his debut breakthrough.
Music is an artist’s journey
of self-reflection, the recurring themes of unfamiliarity
and the gloom and doom that
comes with it. It is a story that
should be appreciated and listened to.
In the album’s opening
track “DR. WHOEVER,” we
hear Aminé speaking in a
manner that pulls us into a
rather personal space.
The conversation resembles a patient nonchalantly
pouring his thoughts out
to his therapist.

album
review
“OnePointFive”
Rating:


Artist:
Aminé
Release:
Aug. 15, 2018
Genre:
Hip-hop

“These intros ain’t meant to
be bangers / They meant for
you and me so we’ll never end
up as strangers,” he rapped,
following blatant admissions
that birthdays were his worst
days because he was getting
older and not happier.
In “WHY?” he makes
a cool shift in gears from
saying “I need love, I’m depressed, I’m a fool, I’m a
mess” in one verse to “They
let me skip the DMV line
/ That’s when I knew it was
real” in the next.
The track, which is
my personal favorite,
brings together the very
same elements of somber
reflection in the opening
minutes with a clear
realization that he is in a
different place in his life
right now.
Materialistically.
Before
“ONEPOINTFIVE”’s release, Aminé
tweeted about getting facials
and making crazy Hollywood-level purchases because “tis the season to flex,”
and it’s apparent in his new

tunes that lift money and
fame onto a pedestal (nothing we haven’t heard before).
However, it’s the very pedestal that he chose to distance
himself from when he burst
onto the scene with his inventive and melodious approach
to hip-hop’s ever growing
counter-narrative wave.
“REEL IT IN” talks about
nothing else besides the
sheer wealth and acclaimed
reputation that he has
earned following the success of his first album.
On
tracks
like
“SUGARPARENTS,” the title
reflects everything that makes
up the next two minutes of
listening pleasure.
Though I have zero issues with showing off a wellearned empire, I can’t help but
notice that the rapper falls flat
of the creativity exhibited in
“Good For You.”
After all, that did make
up a prominent part of
the aura that drew the
world in and catapulted
him from a Portland State
University student making music at night in empty rooms on campus to the
lights of a Coachella stage.
I’m not asking for the
same lighthearted energy of
a college kid but rather the
persistent search for breaking boundaries that I’m certain was more than just an
industry newbie’s phase.
Regardless,
“ONEPOINTFIVE” is worth a
listen and offers enough
of classic Aminé to make
it recognizable amidst
the other rap albums that
dropped this year.
Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh
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Teen rom-com offers sweet plot
By Claire Hultin
STAFF WRITER

In just a week and a half,
“To All The Boys I’ve Loved
Before” has become one of
the most talked about teen romantic comedies on Netflix.
The movie,
ovie, based on the
2014 young
ung adult novel byy
Han,
Jenny Ha
an
n, was directed
by Susan
n Johnson.
Most vi
vviewers
iewers
aware
aren’t aw
w
ware
the
that
the
th
film was
waas
a
produced
d
by some
famili a r
names
within
the in-dustry:
Will Smith,
Smitth,
t
John LassitLasssits
er and Brian
B
Robbins.
The film is
about a h
highschool
teenager, Lara Jean
(played
Covey (p
pllayed by Lana
Condor) whose
w
secret love
letters aree sent out, changing
forever.
her life for
r
rever.
film
The fi
l takes place in
lm
Portland,
Portland
d,, Oregon, where
character
of Covey
the char
r
racter
introduced.
is introd
u
uced.
Family is a big compothe
nent in th
h movie. Lara Jean
he
lives with her father and two
sisters, aft
fteer her mother died
when she was
w young. The audience fi
fin
n out early in the
nds
that
movie tha
a her mother died,
at
how. It heavbut never learns
l
ily contributes
contrib
bu
utes to the theme of

family closeness in the movie.
The love story of the
movie uses some common
themes of romantic comedies. Lara Jean wrote five
love letters, one to each of
the different guys that she
has been in love with over
the course of her life.
The two

most important recipients
are the most popular guy
in school, Peter Kavinsky
and her sister’s boyfriend,
Josh Sanderson. The plot
thickens when Peter and
Lara Jean pretend to date
to make their ex’s jealous,
but end up falling in
n love
with each other in the process.
While the plot
someseems
w h a t

typical of a teen rom-com
where the popular boy falls
for the dorky and quirky
girl through fake dating,
there are some unique qualities to it as well.
The cast of the movie
is
diverse, drawingg a

broader audience. The
main character is AsianAmerican and lives in a
single-parent household.
Although the film takes
place in modern day, the
wardrobe is similar to ’90s
style is
fashion. Lara Jean’s
J
from
retro and different
dif
girls
most gi
irls at her
She
high school.
ssch
the
is th
he ccharacter
that
most girls
tha
at m
watching
the
wa
atc
film
fi
ilm identify with.
The film
has been a
ha
h
tto
topic
of
converssation on
aall social
m e d i a
pl
a
platforms,
especially
Twitt
tee
Twitter.
Fans
are obsessing
o
over thee film in
a cult-likee fashion.
f
The actors,
actorrss, specifically Lana Condor
Co
ond and
Noah Centineo
Centineeo
o (Peter
Kavinsky) have rreceived
incredible attenti
attention
ion from
the media for their
theeeir breakthrough performa
performances.
an
nce
“Centineo is thee big
bi beating heart at the cen
center of
the somewhat reserved
reseerve “To
All The Boys I’ve Loved
Love BeL
fore,” top critic att The Los
Angeles Times Ka
Katie
aatie Walsh
W
said. “He’s a lott lik
like his
character, bringin
bringing
ng out
ou the
best in this love story.
stto
ory.”
These actors b
both
oth were
somewhat
unknown
mewhat unkn
nkno
no
own before the film was released

movie
review
“To All the Boys
I’ve Loved Before”
Rating:


Directed by:
Susan Johnson
Starring:
Lana Condor,
Noah Centineo
Genre:
Romance
Distributed by:
Netflix
and are now the media’s
new hot topics.
The film itself received
95 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, and I would somewhat agree. As a sucker
for romantic comedies, I
thought that the movie was
sweet and poignant.
It was an infectious and
addictive film that teenage
girls will watch over and
over again on Netflix.
While it was typical and
predictable, the sparkle and
enchantment along with the
hope that genuinely kind
people will find love carried
the weight of the film, making it easy for it to be one of
the most talked about movies on Netflix right now.
Follow Claire on Twitter
@ClaireHult
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This is not the best “After Party”
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

Two best friends, a dream
to become the next big
rapper, a fat crush on your
best friend’s older sister and
a crazy party — now you’ve
got yourself Netflix’s new
movie, “The After Party.”
The flick dips its feet in
this wide range of comedic
gold mine themes, but it
simply tried to take on too
much and ended up with a
plot of little substance.
“The
After
Party”
revolves around Owen, an
aspiring rapper, and his best
friend Jeff, his swipe-mydaddy’s-credit-card
rich
best friend and manager.
Owen,
played
by
Ventura-born
rapper
KYLE, drops great verses
throughout the movie
with playful and honest
lyrics that lock onto the
film’s vibe perfectly.
The movie is more
family-appropriate than
other hip-hop films like
“8 Mile” or “All Eyez On
Me,” but I do wish it had
more music or at least a
better suiting soundtrack
that captured teenage immaturity and fun.
For years, the two highschoolers have tried to bust
onto the rapping scene.
Owen, who goes by the
stage name OH, drops
mixtapes consistently and
Jeff enthusiastically uses
his no-shame approach
to grab the attention of
record companies.
Owen is set to perform
at a show which could
potentially be his big break.
Then
a
desperate
attempt to kick it with
artist
Wiz
Khalifa

backstage
has
him
projectile
vomiting
into the crowd halfway
through his verse so hard
that it looks like he’s
e.
having a seizure.
ssic examThis was a classic
ple of slapstick humor, in
ne of the
fact probably one
ht-out coonly well-thought-out
medic moves in the movie.
The rest of thee film’s ines fall short
tended punchlines
of being more than just
bs at race
cringeworthy jabs
stereotypes and confusing
tions.
sexist objectifications.
led funny
Other so-called
agged on
scenes are dragged
for so long that my mind
drifted off to my next
ay by its
meal of the day
halfway point.
After Owen goes viral,
gnized as
he gets recognized
verywhere
“Seizure Boy” everywhere
he goes.
o drop the
He decides to
rap dream for good and
makes plans to enlist in
the Marines.
hat the
I figured that
movie
would
pick
th Jeff
up steam with
scrambling to score
nce of
his final chance
getting Owen signed
ouldn’t
so that he wouldn’t
have to leave.
At this point, it transitions into Owen’s infatuation
er.
for Jeff ’s older sister.
econd half
The whole second
ows down
of the film slows
into a messy mix of an
attempted love line, highameos and
profile rapper cameos
a really long search for
utive.
one music executive.
Potentially, the relan Jeff and
tionship between
ave served
Owen could have
aughs conup some great laughs
ynamic of
sidering the dynamic

their friendship turned
Hollywood mission.
The
boys
have
incredibly
different
personalities, with Owen
being extremely laid back
while Jeff is a Migosdressing loudmouth with
no filter and is hated by
everyone in school.
H o w e v e r ,
their
chemistry
struggles to make
the friendship seem
believable, turning
moments that could
have been dramatic
or heartwarming into
moments that had me
cringing just a little bit.
The movie does however

do a great job of referencing
everything that would be
relevant to a young hip-hop
consumer in a social media
driven universe.

ILLUSTRATION BY WILLIAM DELA CRUZ | SPARTAN DAILY

It plays on the idea of
showing
generational
transitions in hip-hop
music culture.
It paints a rather
accurate picture of the
pursuit of a
mus i c a l

career for young students
and how the internet
could make or break it.
“The
After
Party”
holds a solid plot idea
with the right amount of
unexpected twists and
turns to give its storyline
a vibrant pop of color.
The lack of character
development and failure
to reach the depth of
its story that grasped
for more surface-level
comedy makes the Netflix
original another easy-toforget time killer.
Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh

movie
review
“The After Party”
Rating:


Directed by:
Ian Edelman
Starring:
Kyle Harvey,
Harrison Holzer
Genre:
Coming-of-age comedy
Distributed by:
Netflix
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Women deserve period pay
GRAPHIC BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

Huan Xun Chan
STAFF WRITER

It is the day again.
The day I don’t feel like
getting up from bed.
The day I feel like
rotating gears are
grinding on my ovary
wall. I feel so lethargic.
Dysmenorrhea
is
commonly known as
menstrual cramps. According to American

Japan, South Korea
and Indonesia, as well
as some provinces in
China are leading the
way in women’s rights.
Implementing
a
“menstrual paid leave
policy” gives women
a legal excuse from
work while they suffer
menstrual cramps.

It should be an option for all
women, not a decision made by
men, who have never suffered
from a menstrual cramp.

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, more than half of
women who menstruate suffer pain in different levels for one to
two days each month.
However, while we
are suffering the pain,
we still go to work
or class.
According to The
New
York
Times,
Asian countries like

A menstrual leave is
not counted as a sick
day or vacation day.
As a woman who
suffers menstrual pain
and co-occurring gastrointestinal symptoms
like diarrhea and vomiting, I think a menstrual paid leave policy
is necessary.
I do not think that my
work progress would
be delayed by taking

one
d a y
off.
My work efficiency is not high if I am
sitting in the office
while my abdomen is
in pain.
Psychology sophomore Nancy Roches
said,
“There
are
some women that literally can’t get out
of bed because of
their cramps.”
Roches would apply
for leave if there was a
policy like that.
She said, “I won’t
really force myself
to work if I know my
body can’t take it.”
There are many
opinions
on
this
controversial topic.
According to an
article in The New
York Times, some
critics think that the
policy would reinforce
a gender stigma.
According
to
a
journal in the Health
Care for Women International, many women in countries with a

menstrual
leave policy do not
utilize
the benefit.
This res e a r c h
was conducted
by Alice Dan,
founding director of the Center
for Research on
Women and Gender.
Social work senior Kiho Okumura spent most of her
life in Japan and said
she was not aware of
the policy.
“They might [have]
it but it’s not used
as much. That’s why
I personally don’t
know about it as it is
not widely known,”
Okumura said.
Nonetheless, Okumura agrees with
having a menstrual
leave policy.
“Personally, I have

a heavy
[menstrual cycle]. If it’s
too heavy,
I
have
to go to
bathroom
every two
hours.
It’s
basically
impossible to do
work or have classes,”
Okumura said.
Okumura believes
that menstrual cramps
cause
constantly changing moods,
which could result in
her performing less
professionally in a
working environment.
Even if the policy is in place, women would still worry
about requesting for a
menstrual leave.
“If the company is 80
percent male, I think
it’s gonna be really hard
for me to request a day

off
e a c h
month
because I don’t know
if somebody is saying something about
me behind my back,”
Okumura said.
“I think it depends
on the company’s culture and how open the
people is gonna be.”
Even so, that should
not be a reason against
the menstrual leave.
According to World
Bank Group, nearly
40 percent of the labor force in the world
is female.
Women should be
supported
whether they apply for
menstrual
leave
or not.
It should be an option for all women,
not a decision made
by men, who have
never suffered from a
menstrual cramp.

Follow Huan Xun on Twitter
@ Huanxun_chan

Inmate volunteers help drop the heat
Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER

As fires continue to
rage, prison inmates
have been given the
opportunity to assist.
According to CNBC,
there are around 14,000
firefighters in California working to battle the wildfire issue.
Of those, 2,000 are
volunteer inmates.
Inmates can earn up
to $2 a day plus an additional $1 per hour
fighting wildfires. However, there are some requirements that these
volunteer firefighters
must meet.
Newsweek reported
that inmate volunteers
cannot have a history
of arson, sexual crimes,
kidnapping, gang-affiliation, escape attempts
or be sentenced to life
imprisonment.
Their training usually takes two weeks
before
taking
a
physical exam.
It’s not only adult inmates doing this kind
of work, juveniles contribute as well.
According to Newsweek, there are at least
58 youth offenders
helping fight wildfires.
Now, the big question. Should these inmates have the right
to work alongside firefighters?

I believe they should,
and I don’t see any reason why they should
not take advantage
of this idea. I also
like the requirement
that inmates need
to volunteer.
Prisons cannot allow an infamous serial killer to be free in
the public and help
out firefighters. The
criteria needed to volunteer ensures this
doesn’t happen.
It’s great prisons
are trying to get more
people to help because
wildfires are serious issues that Californians
consistently face.
According to Cal
Fire information officer Heather Williams,
large wildfires are a
normal thing in California. In an audio
interview obtained by
the Spartan Daily, Williams said wildfire issues will occur again in
the future.
I think this is a wonderful idea to get more
assistants to battle this
known issue in California. Firefighters could
definitely use more
people to help out their
hard work.
This allows inmates
to have an opportunity to do something

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY

The volunteer work allows
prisoners to escape an area that
is filled with violence, danger
and contribute to society.
positive instead of being trapped in a system where negativity
is everywhere.
Marcus “Big Herc”
Timmons, an ex-convict, uploaded a YouTube video where
he
answered
fan
questions about the
prison system.

“Prison is not something that I would ever
want to look back on
as being a great time,”
Timmons said. “There
was not one day in
there I enjoyed.”
Timmons mentioned
he didn’t enjoy doing
leisure activities like
playing dominoes and

even experienced racism and hatred while
in prison.
If inmates can escape
a negative environment
and do something positive in their community, I would say the
volunteer work is beneficial to the California
environment and for
the prisoners.
The volunteer work
allows prisoners to
escape an area that is
filled with violence,
danger and doesn’t
contribute to society.
Prisoners have the
opportunity to do
something positive and
prevent
themselves
from getting into more

hostile situations.
I also believe this
can help them figure
out what they want
to do when they are
released, or at least
feel like they’re doing
something positive in
the world.
You never know if
this opportunity can
encourage inmates to
be actual firefighters.
When they get out
of prison, they will at
least be equipped with
a few firefighting skills,
which could possibly
lead to a new career.
Follow Paul on Twitter
@ iTz_BisyMon
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Students need emergency procedure training
Myla La Bine
STAFF WRITER

I was surprised when
one of my instructors said
she was going to go over
emergency procedures
on the first day of class.
She told us what we
might have to do to
protect ourselves in
the event of an active
shooter and encouraged
us to watch a “Run, Hide,
Fight” video online.
The thought of an active
shooter on our campus is
absolutely terrifying.
The unfortunate part
is that it is impossible
to predict whether a
situation like this is
going to happen. So,
it’s best to be prepared
if it does.
The Washington Post
stated that “in 2018
alone, there have already
been 17 shootings–
the highest number
during any year since
at least 1999.”
With a number this
high, I believe professors
should be required to
mention what to do if
an active shooter is on
our campus.
Last semester, a shooting threat was found
on a bathroom wall in
Dudley Moorhead Hall.
The threat turned
out to be false, but it
prompted my instructor to start talking to
her
students
about

this subject.
“[The incident that
happened last semester]
got me thinking, what
would we have done in
that situation? We hadn’t
had a discussion about it
first,” nutrition lecturer
Dana Billings said.
A fellow classmate also
shared that sentiment.
“I think we should
talk more about it. In
high school, we had
drills and in college, we
don’t,” psychology senior
Isabel Contreras said. “So
basically, we wouldn’t
know what to do in an
emergency situation.”
According to the
National Center for
Education
Statistics,
“During
the
20152016
school
year
over 90 percent of
public school students
were
drilled
about
lockdown procedures.”
When I was in school,
I had to do a lockdown
drill once a year.
However,
I
have
never experienced a
lockdown drill during
my time at San Jose
State University.
The University Police Department does
have a page online about
emergency preparedness,
but I would not have
found it if my instructor
had not suggested we

look up the “Run, Hide,
Fight” video.
I personally had no
idea that this webpage
even existed.
There is also a
PowerPoint
presentation
explaining
the procedure, along
with photo examples
taken on campus of
how to barricade and
lock doors.
While this is extremely
helpful, it is also difficult
to find unless you are
looking for it.
Looking through the
slides of the presentation
made me feel uneasy
because I realized how
little I knew about
what to do if I was in
this situation.
I can only speak
for myself, but I think
we can all agree that
we should feel safe
on our campus.
This reason alone is
why professors should
talk to students, even if
it’s briefly, about UPD’s
resources and the “Run,
Hide, Fight” procedure.
Business sophomore
Steve Ann also believes
this should be done.
“I think that professors
should do it,” Ann said.
“They need to inform
students so they’re well
prepared if and when the
incident occurs because
you never know.”
In a situation where
your life is at stake,
it’s better to be safe
than sorry.

If you find yourself in an area where there
is an active shooter, consider these steps.

Run and escape, if possible.
 Getting away from the shooter or shooters
is the top priority.
 Leave your belongings behind and get away.
 Warn and prevent individuals from entering an
area where the active shooter may be.
 Call 911 when you are safe. Describe
shooter, location and weapons.

Hide, if escape isn’t possible.
 Get out of the shooter’s view and stay quiet.
 Silence all electronic devices and make sure
they don’t vibrate.
 Lock and block doors and turn off lights.
 Try to communicate with police silently. Stay in
place until law enforcement states that it’s clear.
 Your hiding place should be out of the shooter’s
view and provide protection if shots are fired in
your direction.

Fight as an absolute last resort.
 Commit to your actions and act as
aggressively as possible against the shooter.
 Recruit others to ambush the shooter with
makeshift weapons like chairs, fire
extinguishers, scissors, etc.
 Be prepared to cause severe or lethal injury
to the shooter.
 Throw items and improvise weapons
to distract and disarm the shooter.

Follow Myla on Twitter
@ mylalabine25

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box contains every digit
from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
I’d like to
give a big
shoutout
to all the
sidewalks
For keeping
me off the
streets.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Shore
6. Typeface
10. Within
14. Fall color
15. Pearly-shelled mussel
16. An aromatic ointment
17. Trim
18. Transmit
19. Fastened
20. Compacted
22. Nights before
23. Old World vine
24. Harps
26. Bring into harmony
30. Something to shoot for
32. Coming and _____
33. Food connoisseurs
37. Previously owned
38. Satisfies
39. Codger
40. Vital
42. Reddish brown
43. Violent disturbances
44. Humble
45. Zest
47. Discontinuity
48. Habit

49. Express in different words
56. Greek letter
57. Angers
58. Consumer of food
59. Blood vessel
60. Half-moon tide
61. Ancient Greek marketplace
62. Gave the once-over
63. Pinup’s legs
64. Matrons

DOWN
1. Pear variety
2. Reflected sound
3. Throat-clearing sound
4. Poop
5. Brisling
6. Fastidious
7. 1 1 1 1
8. 1 less than 10
9. Children
10. Entwined
11. Unsophisticated
12. Tall woody plants
13. Probabilities
21. Night before
25. Sweet potato
26. Chills and fever

27. Throw
28. Fastens
29. Comprehend
30. Smidgens
31. Affaire d’honneur
33. Pace
34. Not a single one
35. Puts on
36. Immediately
38. Round-shouldered
41. Louse-to-be
42. A heavy beer drinker
44. Chart
45. Soft and sticky
46. Loosen, as laces
47. Pants
48. Marry
50. District
51. 500 sheets
52. Indian music
53. “Smallest” particle
54. Arid
55. Historical periods

8/23/2018

WANTED
New Young DJ
Talent with Eclectic
Mix for Downtown
San Jose Bar
Guys and Gals inquire
contact: Albert
djalbertcampoy@gmail.com

Place your
Classified
Ads Online at
Spartandaily.
CampusAve.com

Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at

SpartanDailyAdvertising
@gmail.com

Visit our office at

DBH 213

Office Hours:
1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
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Spartans junior forward Jamilecxth Becerra dribbles past Broncos freshman defender Marika Guay during SJSU’s 2-1 home loss to Santa Clara University on Aug. 17.

Spartans prepare to defend
Mountain West Conference title

SCHEDULE

By Melody Del Rio
STAFF WRITER

Aug. 17 vs. Santa Clara
L, 2-1
Aug. 24 at Portland
L, 1-0 (OT)
Aug. 30 at Cal Poly
7 p.m.
Sept. 2 vs. Kansas State
12 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs. Cal State Fullerton
7 p.m.
Sept. 9 vs. UC Davis
1 p.m.
Sept. 14 at UC Riverside
5 p.m.
Sept. 21 vs. Colorado College
6:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs. Air Force
12 p.m.
Sept. 28 vs. San Diego State
6:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 vs. New Mexico
1 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Nevada
6:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 at UNLV
1 p.m.
Oct. 12 vs. Colorado State
6:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 vs. Wyoming
12 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Utah State
3 p.m.
Oct. 21 at Boise State
1 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Fresno State
7 p.m.

The
San
Jose
State
University women’s soccer team has an expectation
to uphold as the reigning
Mountain West Conference
regular season champion.
Women’s soccer head
coach Lauren Hanson will be
entering her fourth season
with the Spartans.
Hanson led the team to
success during the 2017 regular season with an NCAA
postseason appearance.
Hanson, two-time Mountain
West Coach of the year for the
Spartans, was inducted into the
University of Portland Hall of
Fame class of 2018 on Aug. 24.
She was a three-time
National Soccer Coaches
Association of America
(NSCAA)
All-American
defender for her involvement in the Portland Pilots
program during 1999-2002.
Hanson helped lead the
Pilots to three NCAA College
Cup appearances during
2000-2002.
As she enters her fourth season, Hanson believes the team
will pull through and compete.
“Every day we are just going
to go through one practice,
one game at a time,” Hanson
said. “And play hard and
compete and outcompeting
our other opponent. That’s
our goal.”
The Spartans finished the
2017 regular season with a
12-6-2 overall record and a
9-1-1 conference record.
The team also finished the
season ranking in at No. 52 in
the nation, according to the

The environment, itself, we are trying to create
and be a positive role-model to the community
but we set the same goals every year.
Lauren Hanson
head coach

NCAA website.
This year, the team’s
mindset is to have another
successful year.
“Our goal every year is
to win the Mountain West
Conference
championship
but before you can even think
about that, you have to achieve
the goal of competing hard and
being organized defensively
and shutouts,” Hanson said.
Despite the new season,
Hanson said that the attitude of
the program has not changed.
“Every team is a new team,”
Hanson said. “The environment, itself, we are trying
to create and be a positive
role-model to the community but we set the same goals
every year.”
This year the team has fifteen returning players and
eleven new players, making the team fairly new and
young. Usually this adds pressure for the returners, but that
is not the case for SJSU women’s soccer.
Senior goalkeeper Paige
Simoneau, who is also a
captain, said that despite being
a returner, guiding teammates
is a responsibility she felt even
as a freshman.
“Everyone [here] looks up
to everyone,” Simoneau said.

“Regardless of [their] age or
what class they are in, or if
you’re captain or not. If you’re
starting or you’re not playing.
Here is a lot different. ”
Besides winning and taking
it one day at a time, the team’s
other focus is to be a second
family to one another.
“We have a lot of grit,
our team is hard working,”
Freshman midfielder Natalia
Nava said. “We try to have a
family-knit team.”
“We want to have each
other’s backs on and off the
field,” Nava said. “We have
meetings that makes sure that
we are all on the same page.
We’re lucky that our captains
that we do because they are
the ones who started that.”
The SJSU women’s soccer
team opened the 2018 season
at home against Santa Clara
on Aug. 17 with a 2-1 loss.
Last week the team played
Hanson’s alma mater, the
University of Portland Pilots,
but fell short in overtime 1-0.
The Spartans’ next game
will be against Cal Poly at
7 p.m. on Thursday at Alex G.
Spanos Stadium in San Luis
Obispo, California.

LAST SEASON
BY THE
NUMBERS
Overall Record:
12-6-2
Conference
Record:
9-1-1
Conference
Finish:
1st

KEY PLAYERS

SIMONEAU

Follow Melody on Twitter
@melodydelrio

NAVA

ROSTER
0 Paige Simoneau
1 Caitlin McManus
2 Bryanna Bartlett
3 Jada Wilson
4 Kristen Amarikwa
5 Jennifer Orozco
6 Bella Bowers
7 Karlee Pottorﬀ
8 Gabriella Hurtado
9 Haleigh Wynne
10 Gabriela Herrera
11 Hannah Hall
12 Darriell Franklin

goalkeeper
goalkeeper
midfielder
forward
defender
midfielder forward
forward
midfielder
midfielder forward
defender
midfielder
midfielder
forward

senior
freshman
freshman
freshman
junior
senior
sophomore
sophomore
sophomore
freshman
junior
freshman
senior

13 Hannah Mathews
14 Natasha Harris
15 Joanna Fernandez
16 Lauola Amanoni
17 Natalia Nava
18 Aspyn Audibert
20 Ally Thom
21 Darrian Reed
22 Carlie James
23 Jamilecxth Becerra
24 Kiara Parker
25 Kara Burns
27 Bonnie Zuniga

defender
forward
midfielder
defender
midfielder
forward
forward
midfielder
defender
forward
forward
goalkeeper
forward

freshman
sophomore
freshman
sophomore
freshman
redshirt junior
freshman
sophomore
junior
junior
sophomore
freshman
junior

BECERRA
PHOTOS COURTESY
OF SJSU ATHLETICS

